
 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
To:  Technical Committee on Air Conditioning 
  
From:  Allan B. Fraser, CBI, CPCA, Sr. Building Code Specialist, Staff Liaison 
 
Date:  February 23, 2011 
 
Subject: NFPA 90A Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1022 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The attached proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is being submitted to you for 
letter ballot.  This proposed TIA was submitted by Marcelo Hirschler and endorsed by 
Randall Laymon and Dwayne Sloan. 
 
This proposed TIA is being published for public comment in the March 4, 2011 issue of 
NFPA News with a Public Comment Closing Date of April 15, 2011.  Any public comments 
received will be circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the 
issuance of this TIA at their August 9-11, 2011 meeting. 
 
In addition to being balloted on the technical merits of the proposed TIA, the Committee is 
also being balloted on whether or not this matter is of an emergency nature.  Please see the 
attached information regarding the processing of TIAs from the NFPA Regulations 
Governing Committee Projects.   
 
Please complete and return your ballot not later than Friday, March 18, 2011.  As noted on 
the ballot form, please return the ballot to Linda MacKay either via email to 
lmackay@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7110.  You may also mail your ballot to the 
attention of Linda MacKay at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 
 
Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are 
required in accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects. 
 
Attachments: Section 5 of the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects 

Endorsements 
  Tentative Interim Amendment Schedule 
  Proposed TIA Language (TIA Log#1022) 

TIA Ballot Form 
 



 

Section 5 Tentative Interim Amendments. 
5.1 Preliminary Determination of Compliance. A Tentative 
Interim Amendment (TIA) to any Document may be processed if the 
Council Secretary determines, after a preliminary review, and 
consultation with the appropriate Chair, that the Amendment appears 
to be of an emergency nature requiring prompt action and has the 
endorsement of at least two Members of the involved TC or TCC. If 
processed, the question of emergency nature shall be considered by 
the TC and TCC. The text of a proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment may be processed as submitted or may be changed, but 
only with the approval of the submitter. 
5.2 Evaluation of Emergency Nature. Determination of an 
emergency nature shall include but not be limited to one or more of 
the following factors: 

(a) The document contains an error or an omission that was 
overlooked during a regular revision process. 

(b) The document contains a conflict within the document or with 
another NFPA document. 

(c) The proposed TIA intends to correct a previously unknown 
existing hazard. 

(d) The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a benefit that 
would lessen a recognized (known) hazard or ameliorate a continuing 
dangerous condition or situation. 

(e) The proposed TIA intends to accomplish a recognition of an 
advance in the art of safeguarding property or life where an 
alternative method is not in current use or is unavailable to the public. 

(f ) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which 
the revised document has resulted in an adverse impact on a product 
or method that was inadvertently overlooked in the total revision 
process, or was without adequate technical (safety) justification for 
the action. 
5.3 Publication of Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. A 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment that meets the provisions of 
5.1 shall be published by the Association in appropriate media with a 
notice that the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment has been 
forwarded to the responsible TC and TCC for processing and that 
anyone interested may comment on the proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment within the time period established and published. 
5.4 Technical Committee and Technical Correlating Committee 
Action. 

(a) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be submitted 
for ballot and comment of the TC in accordance with 3.3.4. The TC 
shall be separately balloted on both the technical merits of the 
amendment and whether the amendment involves an issue of an 
emergency nature. Such balloting shall be completed concurrently 
with the public review period. Any public comments inconsistent 
with the vote of any TC Member shall be circulated to the TC to 
allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval shall be 
established if three-fourths of the voting Members calculated in 
accordance with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment. 

(b) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be submitted 
for ballot and comment of the TCC, if any, which shall make a 
recommendation to the Council with respect to the disposition of the 
Tentative Interim Amendment. The TCC shall be separately balloted 
on both the merits of the amendment (as it relates to the TCC 

authority and responsibilities in accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3) and 
whether the amendment involves an issue of an emergency nature. 
Any public comments inconsistent with the vote of any TC or TCC 
Member shall be circulated to the 28 TCC to allow votes to be 
changed. A recommendation for approval shall be established if 
three-fourths of the voting Members calculated in accordance with 
3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(c) All public comments, ballots, and comments on ballot on the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be summarized in a 
staff report and forwarded to the Council for action in accordance 
with 5.5. 
5.5 Action of the Council. The Council shall review the material 
submitted in accordance with 5.4(c), together with the record on any 
Appeals (see 1.6, 1.6.1), and shall take one of the following actions: 

(a) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(b) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment as amended 

by the Council 
(c) Where acted on concurrently with the issuance of a new edition 

of the Document to which it relates, issue the Tentative Interim 
Amendment as part of the new edition; 

(d) Reject the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(e) Return the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to the TC 

with appropriate instruction 
(f ) Direct a different action 

5.6 Effective Date of Amendment. Tentative Interim Amendments 
shall become effective 20 days after Council issuance unless the 
President determines, within his or her discretion, that the effective 
date shall be delayed pending the consideration of a Petition to the 
Board of Directors (see 1.7). The President may also, within his or 
her discretion, refer the matter of a delay in the effective date of the 
TIA to the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors or to the 
Board of Directors. 
5.7 Publication of Amendment. The Association shall publish in 
one of its publications sent or accessible to all Members notice of the 
issuance of each Tentative Interim Amendment and may, as 
appropriate, issue a news release to applicable and interested 
technical journals. The notice and any news release shall indicate the 
tentative character of the Tentative Interim Amendment. In any 
subsequent distribution of the Document to which the Tentative 
Interim Amendment applies, the text of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment shall be included in a manner judged most feasible to 
accomplish the desired objectives. 
5.8 Applicability. Tentative Interim Amendments shall apply to the 
document existing at the time of issuance. Tentative Interim 
Amendments issued after the proposal closing date shall also apply, 
where the text of the existing document remains unchanged, to the 
next edition of the Document. Tentative Interim Amendments issued 
concurrently with the issuance of a new edition shall apply to both 
the existing and new edition. 
5.9 Subsequent Processing. TC responsible for the Document or 
part of the Document affected shall process the subject matter of any 
Tentative Interim Amendment as a proposal for the next edition of 
the Document (see 3.3). 
5.10 Exception. When the Council authorizes other procedures for 
the processing and/or issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments, the 
provisions of this Section shall not apply. 
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Subject: FW: Revised proposed NFPA 90a TIA

  

 
From: Randall.K.Laymon@us.ul.com 
To: GBHint@aol.com, Dwayne.E.Sloan@us.ul.com 
Sent: 1/6/2011 2:27:34 P.M. Pacific Standard Time 
Subj: Re: Revised proposed NFPA 90a TIA 
  
Hi Marcello and Dwayne,  
 
I agree and would support.  
 
Regards,  
 
Randy Laymon 
Senior Staff Engineer 
Fire Protection Div. 
Northbrook Office 
847-664-2687  

GBHint@aol.com  

01/06/2011 04:04 PM  

To dwayne.e.sloan@us.ul.com, randall.k.laymon@us.ul.com

cc 
Subject Revised proposed NFPA 90a TIA

 
 

 
 
 
Dear Dwayne/Randy:  
   
per the conversation between Dwayne and myself today, see attached, for your support.  
   
Cheers  
   
Marcelo  
   
Marcelo M. Hirschler 
GBH International 
2 Friars Lane - Mill Valley - CA - 94941 - USA 
Tel: (415) 388 8278/FAX: (415) 388 5546 
e-mail: gbhint@aol.com 
e-mail: mhirschler@gbhinternational.com 
web site: www.gbhinternational.com[attachment "Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to NFPA 90A Dec 
10.doc" deleted by Randall K. Laymon/NBK/ULI]  
 
- For more information about UL, its Marks, and its services for 
EMC, quality registrations and product certifications for global 
markets, please access our web sites at http://www.ul.com and 
http://www.ulc.ca or contact your local sales representative. -- 
 
********* Internet E-mail Confidentiality Disclaimer ********** 
This e-mail message may contain privileged or confidential 
information. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not 
disclose, use, disseminate, distribute, copy or rely upon this 
message or attachment in any way. If you received this e-mail 
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Subject: FW: Revised proposed NFPA 90a TIA
Attachments: ProposedTentativeInterimAmendmenttoNFPA90ADec10.doc

  

 
From: Dwayne.E.Sloan@us.ul.com 
To: GBHint@aol.com 
CC: randall.k.laymon@us.ul.com 
Sent: 1/7/2011 7:01:34 A.M. Pacific Standard Time 
Subj: Re: Revised proposed NFPA 90a TIA 
  
Hi Marcelo,  
 
Thanks for understanding and making the changes that we discussed. You have UL's support on this proposed 
TIA.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
DWAYNE E. SLOAN 
Principal Engineer (PDE) 
Building Materials, Roofing Materials & Systems,  
and Air Ducts  
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 
12 Laboratory Drive 
Research Triangle Park, NC  27709 
Phone (919) 549-1676 
e-mail: Dwayne.E.Sloan@us.ul.com 
 

GBHint@aol.com  

01/06/2011 05:04 PM  

To dwayne.e.sloan@us.ul.com, randall.k.laymon@us.ul.com

cc 
Subject Revised proposed NFPA 90a TIA

 
 

 
 
 
Dear Dwayne/Randy:  
   
per the conversation between Dwayne and myself today, see attached, for your support.  
   
Cheers  
   
Marcelo  
   
Marcelo M. Hirschler 
GBH International 
2 Friars Lane - Mill Valley - CA - 94941 - USA 
Tel: (415) 388 8278/FAX: (415) 388 5546 
e-mail: gbhint@aol.com 
e-mail: mhirschler@gbhinternational.com 
web site: www.gbhinternational.com  
 
- For more information about UL, its Marks, and its services for 
EMC, quality registrations and product certifications for global 
markets, please access our web sites at http://www.ul.com and 



Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment Schedule 
 
NFPA 90A Current Edition:  2009  
TIA No. 1022    Next Cycle:  A2014 
Staff Liaison:  Allan Fraser 
 

The attached TIA is being published in the March 4, 2011 issue of NFPA News with a comment closing date of 

April 15, 2011  and will be considered for issuance at the August 9 – August 11, 2011 Standards Council 

meeting. As you know, the balloting of your Technical Committee (and Correlating Committee if any) must be 

done concurrently with the publication of the TIA in NFPA News, see schedule below.  If any comments are 

received that are contrary to the committee's position, they must then be circulated to the committee with an 

indication that the vote can be changed at that time. Ballot results should be recorded in two parts, separate 

results for Question 1 on the technical merits and separate results for Question 2 on emergency nature. If 

either question fails, the TIA is not recommended for approval by the committee. Also note, TCs and 

TCCs have different ballot forms. 

 

Published in NFPA News March 4, 2011  

TC Ballot Results Due March 18, 2011   

TC Ballot Circulation Due March 25, 2011  

________________________________________________________________________________________  

TC Public Comment Circulation April 15, 2011   

TC Public Comment Circulation Due April 25, 2011  
 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO COPY CODES AND STANDARDS ADMINISTRATION ON ALL 
BALLOT MATERIAL FOR OUR FILES. 
 



NFPA 90A-Proposed 2012 Edition 
90A, Standard for the Installation of Air-Conditioning and Ventilating Systems  
TIA Log No. 1022 
Reference: 4.3.11.2.6 and 4.3.11.5.5 
Comment Closing Date: April 15, 2011 
Submitter: Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International 
 
1. Revise 4.3.11.2.6 to read as follows: 
 
4.3.11.2.6   Materials within a ceiling cavity plenum exposed to the airflow shall (a) be noncombustible or (b) 
exhibit a maximum flame spread index of 25 and a maximum smoke developed index of 50 when tested in 
accordance with ASTM E 84, Standard Test Method for Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials, 
or with ANSI/UL 723, Standard Test Method for Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials, or (c) 
comply with 4.3.11.2.6.1 through 4.3.11.2.6.9, as applicable. 
 
1. Revise 4.3.11.5.5 to read as follows: 
 
4.3.11.5.5   Materials within a raised floor plenum exposed to the airflow shall (a) be noncombustible or (b) 
exhibit a maximum flame spread index of 25 and a maximum smoke developed index of 50 when tested in 
accordance with ASTM E 84, Standard Test Method for Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials, 
or with ANSI/UL 723, Standard Test Method for Surface Burning Characteristics of Building Materials, or (c) 
comply with 4.3.11.5.5.1 through 4.3.11.5.5.8, as applicable. 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation: This is simply a correction of an omission in the text.  The default requirement for 
materials exposed to the airflow in ceiling cavity plenums and raised floor plenums is always considered to be, 
and should continue to be, that they be noncombustible (which is already shown) or be limited combustible 
(which is the option in 4.3.11.2.6.9 and in 4.3.11.5.5.8) or that they meet a flame spread index of 25 and a 
smoke developed index of 50 in the ASTM E84/UL 723 test (and that portion is implied but missing from the 
text). This same default applies in the International Mechanical Code. 
 
This change does not af fect (of course) the requirem ents for materials of construction of the plenum, electrical 
wires and cables, optical fiber cables, pneumatic tubing, sprinkler piping, raceways, discrete electrical products, 
supplementary materials, air ducts or air connectors.  It is simply clarification consistent with the intent. 
 
In the absence of this cha nge the default would be for the m aterials to be noncombustible, which was never the 
intent. The technica l committee clearly noticed that because its committee statement on comment 90A-33 was 
“The committee conclu des that th is is a m aterial th at would def ault to the gener al m aterial requir ements”. 
However, as pointed out by both Dwayne Sloan and myself, the default, if this language is not incorporated into 
the standard, is that m aterials that are not specifica lly mentioned must be noncom bustible. At present NFPA 
90A sends the user to a sect ion that refers to the ASTM E 84/UL 723 re quirements (4.3.3) but it applies only to 
“supplementary materials for air distribution systems”. 
 
Emergency Nature: This action needs to be completed in time for the revision to appear at the same time as the 
2012 edition to avoid appropriately listed materials being prohibited from use in plenums. 



 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON AIR CONDITIONING (AIC-AAA) 
LETTER BALLOT 

PROPOSED TENTATIVE INTERIM AMENDMENT LOG NO. 1022 
To Revise Sections 4.3.11.2.6 and 4.3.11.5.5 of the 2012 Edition of NFPA 90A, 

Standard for the Installation of Air-Conditioning and Ventilating Systems 
 

Question 1: With respect to the TECHNICAL MERITS of the Proposed TIA to revise Sections 
4.3.11.2.6 and 4.3.11.5.5, please record me as voting: 
 
____________ AFFIRMATIVE ____________ NEGATIVE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining position. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 2: With respect to the judgment that the subject is of an EMERGENCY NATURE, please 
record me as voting: 
 
____________ AGREEMENT ____________ DISAGREEMENT*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________ 
Signature 
________________________________ 
Name (Please Print) 
________________________________ 
Date 
 
Please return the ballot on or before Friday, March 18, 2011. 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Linda MacKay, Administrative Assistant 
NFPA 
1 Batterymarch Park 
Quincy, MA 02169  FAX: (617) 984-7110  E-mail: lmackay@nfpa.org  




